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Office Action Summary 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appr-^-- 

Period for Reply 
A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY iS . 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 5 , 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this commu 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty {30) (! 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statu' 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply wi- , 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months a*;- 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) K Responsive to communication(s) filed on Feb h 



. . -.ppit jution No. 


Applicantts) 






1 09/581,946 




Garcia-Martin et al 


' F:^arn!'ier 




Art Unit 




Curtis Cohen 


3634 





r ? cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

- 0 ;XPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

FR 1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

, . rtj !y within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

will apply and wilt expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

e, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
ig date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowan 

closed in accordance with the practice undei / 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 2/. 22, 24-31. and 33-36 

4a) Of the above, claim (s) 

5) K Claim(s) 24-29 



2b) K This I. l \ non-final. 



6)5<l Claim(s) 27. 22, 30, 3h and 33-36 

?)□ Claim(s) 

8) □ Claims 



Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Exaniirie;. 

lOjD The drawing(s) filed on 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on 



1 2) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the E> 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) ^ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for fo- ' 

a)K All b)n Some* c)^ None of: 

1 . ^ Certified copies of the priority documer 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the pr: j 

application from the Internationa.: i 

*See the attached detailed Office action for a lis'. ■ 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for dc- 

Anachment(s) 

1 5) n Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

17) O Information Disclosure Staterrontls) (PTO-1449) Paper No(3). 



. .t for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
, uayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



is/are pending in the application. 
_ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



::ted to by the Examiner. 
is: a)n approved bjD disapproved. 



under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

jn received. 
jc jn received in Application No. _ 



lents have been received in this National Stage 
f'CT Rule 17.2(a)). 
tified copies not received. 

ity under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 



] Interview Surnmarv (PTO-413) Paper No(s). _ 



^ Notice of Informal Patent Applicatbn (PTO-1 521 
j Other: 



U. S. Patent and Tradenrwrk Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 



Or 



3ummary 



Part of Paper No. 1 1 
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Art Unit: 3634 



DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 30 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

It is indefinite as to which elements constitute the "means for displacing" as required by 
claim 30, lines 9-10. The specification does not appear to describe such an element (see pages 
10-11). Without knowing the element of the im ention that facilitates this function, the examiner 
cannot ascertain whether or not elements of the prior ai t are anticipated by or obvious from the 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 C SC§102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this OlTice action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4 ) of section 371© of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 
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Claims 21, 22 and 30, 33-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Emerling et al #5,904,002. Emerling et al teaches an inner door panel having a power window 
regulator subassembly and a door lock subassembly carried by said door trim panel. The 
subassembly is mounted to be movable relative to said door trim panel. A metal reinforcing plate 
is taught by member 16. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject numci pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Benoit et al 
#5,095,659. Benoit et al teaches a inner trim panel having a subpanel 1 1 that is detachable from 
the trim panel. Benoit et al does not explicitly stale how the subpanel is attached to the inner trim 
panel. However, it is clear that it is attached by some fastening mechanism. Nevertheless, it 
would have been an obvious matter of design choice to use a hinge to attach the subpanel to the 
trim panel to allow for selective access without having to entirely remove the subpanel. For this 
reason, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time of 
applicant's invention, to provide Benoit et al witli a hinge. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 24-29 are allowed for the reasons set forth in the previous Office Actions. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 30 and 31 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Curtis Cohen whose telephone number is (703) 308-2106. 
The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this appHcation or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2168. 



C. Cohen 
April 19, 2002 



